CHAPTER  IX
THE LIGHTER SIDE OF THE PEOPLE

AMUSEMENTS

How do the people of India amuse themselves? It is a very
interesting question. In towns, for the moment, the cinema
has come with a rush. They have even invaded the villages,
for in India, for half the year and more, the open-air evening
cinema is always a possibility, nay they will be found in the
most unlikely places. What the unsophisticated people think
of them, or whether plucking up kisses by the roots has any
meaning, would be worth knowing.

What else? First it should be observed that the Indian
dearly loves all sights and spectacles* We will leave out
horse-racing, and the westernized sports and games. The
townsman loves wrestling and huge sums change hands;
cock, quail and partridge fighting are all popular, and many
a young blood keeps his own fighting partridge.

The villagers do not see many of the organized sights,
but the travelling gypsies often act little plays, and have per-
forming animals. It is marriages and religious festivals, with
the lesser satisfaction of burials and burnings, that are per-
haps their only real amusement, save for resting in the even-
ing when work is done. But there are many melas or fairs
where the fan can get quite fast and furious. cCrown and
Anchor', that gambling game with the odds heavily on the
side of the bank, that the police are always after in England,
is one of the most popular forms of gambling. The Eastern
loves a gamble of every kind. There will be merry-go-rounds,
and a rough wood 'great wheel', and if you are in the hills,
the hill girls in their green and crimson velvet trousers and